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Data protection and storage

Key facts
•	 A patient’s genomic data is like any other health record and should be handled sensitively.

•	 The data will comprise the genomic sequence – up to 3 billion letters of DNA assembled in the correct order 
– which may be paired with the patient’s phenotypic data (their health record).

•	 Data can be safeguarded by:

•	 firewall and encryption; 

•	 storing data away from personal identifiers; 

•	 restricting and monitoring access to data; and

•	 a robust consent process.

Find out more
For more information about genomic data, visit: www.bit.ly/100Kdata
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Sequencing one 
human genome 
generates around 
200GB of data – 
the capacity of a 
typical computer.

There are very strict rules 
about who can access 
genomic information that is 
held by the health service.

When a person agrees to a 
genomic test, the consent 
conversation should clearly 
lay out how their information 
will be stored and who can 
access this information.
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